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Reminder About Saturday 

 
 
The Community Services Team made the proactive 
decision to move this year’s Bunny Trail event 
inside the Civic Center because weather forecasters 
are predicting rain and high winds on Saturday. 
Being inside will not diminish the fun of this 
annual family celebration! 
 
Because families had to pre-register, it was easy 
for the team to email everyone and also post the 
update on social media.   
 
Here are a few things to keep in mind:  

 
• Please arrive at the Civic Center no earlier than 15 minutes before your scheduled 

time slot. You can confirm your child’s start time online under your child’s 
registered activities or call Community Services at 216.524.7373. 

• Check-in will take place in the Community Services Atrium. 
• Please remember to bring your own Easter baskets.   
• We encourage everyone to bring nonperishable or canned food items to support 

our local food bank. Cash donations are also accepted and appreciated! 

 

Weekly Financial Update  
 
Here is Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Financial Update 
for March 31, 2023. 
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Remembering Chief Carl Frimel 
 

 
 
We are sad to announce that retired Fire Chief Carl Frimel passed away peacefully 
surrounded by family and friends on Tuesday, March 28. Our deepest condolences 
go out to his entire family.  
 
After graduating from Independence High School in 1958, Carl attended Ohio State 
University and proudly served in the United States Navy from 1961-1965 at the Naval 
Station Mayport in Jacksonville, Florida. There he met his bride of 37 years Dorothy 
Mae Heath of New Bern, North Carolina. Together they raised five children. 
 
Frimel was hired as a part-time firefighter in 1966, and he was promoted to full-
time firefighter in June of 1970. He was promoted to Lieutenant in 1979 and was 
named Chief in 1983.  After 10 years as Chief, he retired in October 1993.  

Independence residents referred to him as “Chief” even after he retired.  
He was an active member of the American Legion Post 196 in Brecksville and was often 
found bragging about his son Joseph (Special Forces Green Beret Master Sergeant) and 
grandson Michael (Veteran of the U.S. Air Force). 
 
Carl was preceded in death by his wife Dorothy (1999).  He was a proud grandfather of 
ten grandchildren and a great-grandson.  

On behalf of the City, we thank Chief Frimel and his entire family for more than 30 
years of service and sacrifice. The family plans a private family service next week 
and a celebration of life memorial in May.  In lieu of flowers, the family suggests 
donations to Samaritan’s Purse.  Carl was 82 years old. 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/


Remembering Bravery and Sacrifice 
 
Friends, family, and former colleagues came 
together at St. Michael Church on Friday to 
remember the service and sacrifice of Fire 
Lieutenant Ed Teare, who passed away in the 
line of duty on March 31, 2010.  
 
Ed was an Independence resident who served 
the City for 33 years as a 
firefighter/paramedic. He was well-known 
and well-liked by everyone. 

Thirteen years ago, Ed suffered a medical 
event following a department training 
exercise. Since then, the fire service has been 

changing, focusing on firefighter health, wellness, and cancer prevention.   

We must always remember the bravery required to be a first responder. These dedicated 
individuals put the community first and work hard to perform life-saving tasks, often 
in dangerous situations.   

The Independence Fire Department now conducts annual medical exams, mental 
wellness assessments, and fitness assessments for all personnel.    

 
Police Leadership Training  
Congratulations to all the Independence Police Sergeants for completing Law 
Enforcement Executive Development Association (FBI-LEEDA) training last week.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    L-R: Sergeants Scott Sedlock, Kevin Repicky, Shane Bates, Everett Hayworth 



 
The Supervisor Leadership Institute is a cutting edge, national training program taught 
by senior law enforcement leaders from throughout the United States.  During the 40-
hour program, the sergeants were trained in leadership competencies including 
personality diagnostics, leadership case studies, mentoring, performance 
management, risk management and credibility.  
 
The mission of FBI-LEEDA is to advance the science and art of law enforcement 
leadership and promote the exchange of information to improve law enforcement 
management practices.  
 

 
 
Welcome Union Savings Bank (USB) 
Union Savings Bank (USB) held the official Grand Opening of their new location at 6400 
Rockside Road on Thursday, March 30.  This office will serve as their regional 
headquarters, home loan office and bank branch.  

 

The Cincinnati-based bank is a leader in the residential mortgage business and 
operates more than 35 full-service branches in Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, and 
Pennsylvania.  

Councilmen James Trakas and John DiGeronimo joined the celebration to welcome USB 
to our community along with Finance Director Vern Blaze, Economic Development 
Director Jessica Hyser, Building Official Michael Gero, and other City officials. 

Also, Keith Abramo, USB’s Cleveland Market Director was there.  He is a 2006 graduate 
of Independence High School. 

 



Louis Beck, Founder of Janus Hotels and Chairman of Janus and USB said he was 
looking forward to a bright future here in northeast Cleveland.   

 
L-R: Councilman James 
Trakas, Keith Abramo, USB 
Cleveland Market Director, 
Councilman John DiGeronimo  
 

 

 

 

 

 
L-R:  Scott Hopf, COO, Greta Popa, 
Branch Manager, Zach Steinmetz, 

 VP-Regional Branch Manager, Keith 
Abramo, Market Director,  

Jessica Hyser, Independence Economic 
Development Director  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L- R: Scott Hopf, COO, USB; Vern Blaze and 
Michael Gero 

 



 

 

Texting Scams 
The Cuyahoga County Department of Consumer Affairs would 
like to warn residents that surprise texts about account freezes 
are often scams. Do not click on links in unexpected texts. 
Clicking on a link in a scam text can install malware on your 

phone or take you to a spoofed account log-in page designed to collect your account 
information.  
 
County residents have spotted scam texts about accounts ranging from benefits cards 
to streaming services. Screenshot and delete suspicious texts.  
 
Visit https://cuyahogacounty.us/internetsafety for information on protecting your 
smart device. Report scams to Scam Squad at 216-443-7226. 
 
 
 
Disabled Veterans Entitled to Refund  

The Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV) announced 
this week it will issue refunds to disabled veterans 
who had paid for specialty license plates when they 
should not have been charged. 

The BMV is in the process of contacting all veterans who were improperly charged, and 
refunds for these veterans will be processed within the next month.  Also, the BMV has 
implemented a processing change so that veterans who qualify for free 
disabled/military license plates are not charged in the future. 

The BMV recently determined that it did not implement a change in Ohio law that 
allows certain disabled veterans to receive up to two free disabled veteran license plates 
and/or military license plates. The BMV estimates that nearly 2,000 individuals were 
improperly charged for these license plates, as well as fees and taxes, since the law 
went into effect in October 2019. 

For more information on veteran license plates, visit bmv.ohio.gov. 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fcuyahogacounty.us%252finternetsafety%26c%3DE%2C1%2C0MkS41a33vKI0TDSwBLAmh5atEOQm8sOlQXH3yxGxgzoDEriMAq1owwSr9f5LpIc-xUqoMGnq1I3ybyfzadlIE4zpSTu9BBZpfzcEt14HEc%2C%26typo%3D1%26ancr_add%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Cloraa%40independenceohio.org%7C44e755ed568c4e5fa79d08db307e554e%7C39d77d0a05f4406eb1a8fcb72e4cefb6%7C0%7C0%7C638157091406075958%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=34o5CAy30BNKRgMider4Dvn1parEhjxPDwa3vPNqwD0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252flnks.gd%252fl%252feyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmJtdi5vaGlvLmdvdi92ci1zcC1nZW5pbmZvLmFzcHguIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMDMzMC43NDMxMjE0MSJ9.7kZhN5T4D1IovNv4EGyxluvUFE3xAIRJhhLEeFWHCEU%252fs%252f1197792493%252fbr%252f157153409891-l%26c%3DE%2C1%2C69dczv_Qm5gqAf8hRd6zG6jBJG_2OghPzGvl-tZD4saqEPAJ8yM7eG26OWrQ1SXfRFDQDFxc2y51KJZH2KluCI5H7M5xL5iZzCoFZW_Ki36juPXOBJA%2C%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Cloraa%40independenceohio.org%7C4786e962ae1b4a0e61fc08db31569779%7C39d77d0a05f4406eb1a8fcb72e4cefb6%7C0%7C0%7C638158020212886356%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D4Muibn1rytF27SniW4dgBOiLNAk%2FM%2Fzgw8BLCbZSDI%3D&reserved=0


THERE’S STILL TIME TO SIGN UP YOUR TEENAGED 
DRIVER! 

 

 
 

 
 
 Check Your Mailbox! 

 
 
 

The April edition of The Independence Post is in the 
mail.   

Remember, you can always read the digital versions 
here. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, please ask 
them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org 
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